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Mysterious Light 
Transcription Notes 

Mysterious Light is the seventh composition on the 2010 album The Dawn Of  Time by 
George Bellas. This piece is characterized by symmetrical metric concepts, modern 
harmony and outlandish melodic content.  

The Introduction of  Mysterious Light begins with interplaying alternating meters where 
the first measure’s meter (The Leader) increases its numerator by a factor of  one every 
other measure while the following meter, beginning at measure two (The Follower), 
decreases it’s numerator by a factor of  one every other measure until the leading meter 
arrives at 7/16 and the pattern is terminated. This yields the question/answer sequence 
(The leading meter is highlighted in red): 

1/16 - 6/16 - 2/16 - 5/16 - 3/16 - 4/16 - 4/16 - 3/16 - 5/16 - 2/16 - 6/16 - 1/16 - 7/16 

Section A has the glockenspiel in 7/8, the harp in 5/8, with bells supporting the harp by 
accenting beat one of  the 5/8 harp line, and the synth harmony in 4/4. 

Section B is in 5/4 and uses quartal harmony with the theme given to the Violins. The 
following transition is in 11/16 with counterpoint between the synth and glockenspiel. 

Section C alternates between 12/16 and 13/16 with the synth and guitar playing in 
unison while the choir and violins supply the harmony. The return of  Section A is in 
modified form with an additional melodic line interwoven within the existing 
counterpoint. 

After Sections A, B and C are repeated, the transition into the Coda is in 23/16 with the 
Coda entering in 17/16 and then proceeding to 13/16 and then to 5/4 for the closing 
measures.

COPYRIGHT © 2010 GEORGE BELLAS
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